Four egg and 24 larval parasitoids including one mermithid species have been identified from Heliothis armigera collected at and around ICRISAT Center. Twenty one insect and five spider species have been recorded as predators of Heliothis. The degree of parasitism varies according to the crop. Egg parasitism is absent on chickpea, and almost negligible on pigeonpea «}3%). Most early larval parasitism occurs on pearl millet (5(}7%), sorghum (49·5%), and chickpea (31·4%), whereas late larval parasitism occurs on pigeonpea (16·4%), and groundnut (11·5%).
Introduction
The International Workshop on H eliothis Management in 1981 held at the ICRISAT, reviewed H eliothis work and discussed the future research strategies to combat the ever increasing menace of Heliothis in national and international agriculture (lCRISAT 1982) . It was recognised that work is required on a regional basis to develop integrated pest management programs for Heliothis. At ICRJSAT Center, some components of integrated pest management, particularly of H. armiqera, are under investigation. This paper reviews the results of 11 years of monitoring of Heliothis and the natural enemies of this genus.
HeJiothis species at ICRISAT Center and its environs
Three Heliothis species-H. armigera (Hubner), H. peltigera (Schiff.) and H. assulta Guenee damage crops in India. The most important of these is H. armigera (Jayaraj 1981; Jadhav et at 1985) . This is confirmed by 11 years light trapping data from ICRISAT Center in which H. armiqera formed 99·2% of the catch, followed by H. assulta (0·6%) and H. peltigera (0'2%).
Host plants and seasonal population of H. armigera
Of the 96 cultivated and 61 uncultivated plant species that have been reported to be hosts of H. armiqera in the Indian literature, 50 cultivated and 48 uncultivated C S Pawar, V S Bhatnaqar and D R Jadhav species have been recorded at and around ICRISAT Center (Bhatnagar and Davies 1978) . This wide host range covers most crops, including the ICRISATs mandate crop: sorghum, pearl millet, groundnut, pigeonpea and chickpea.
The trend oflarvalpopulation of H. armiqera on ICRISAT crops is shown against the ICRISAT cropping schedule in figurel. ICRISAT crops provide food for H. armigera from July until April, when there is a closed season of 2 months (May-June). During the closed season H. armiqera survives largely on weeds. Thus, H. armiqera can breed throughout the year at and around ICRISAT Center (Pawar et al 1984) .
H. armiqera feeds on the foliage and flowers of groundnut; the earheads of sorghum and pearl millet; the flowers and pods of pigeonpea; and the foliage, flowers and pods of chickpea. H. armigera, multiplying on rainy season crops, appears to exert high population pressure on postrainy season crops, principally pigeonpea and 
